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Dear Colleagues,

We are delighted to introduce our six students who are seeking faculty positions 
this year. They persevered through political turmoil and an ongoing pandemic. 
Their resolve bodes well for Social Work and the Grand Challenges we all seek to 
address to improve our society.

In this booklet you will find sections on each student with a brief  statement 
summarizing their vision and key words related to their research interests. 
Embedded in each section is a link to a web portfolio containing each student’s 
CV and research, teaching, and social justice statements.

It’s been an honor to witness how our students harnessed social work’s 
knowledge base to promote social justice and human dignity in their 
dissertations and other doctoral projects. I will be happy to talk with you and 
tell you more about these great scholars and the positive impact they will have 
at your institution and community.

Many thanks,

E. Roberto Orellana, PhD, MPH, MSW
Professor 
Director of  the Doctoral Program in Social Welfare 
University of  Washington, School of  Social Work
Email: popolvuh@uw.edu
https://socialwork.uw.edu/faculty/professors/e-roberto-orellana



Moo-Hyun Kim

Utilizing a health equity lens, my research 
focuses on state policy contexts and 
health inequities among economically 
disadvantaged groups to inform 
policymaking and eliminate population 
health disparities.

Research Interests: Structural Determinants 
of Health; Social Policy; Labor Policy; State 
Policy Contexts; Population Health; Health 
Inequities; Low Wage Workers; Social 
Demography.

My research focuses on the protective and 
risk factors for negative adolescent health 
and mental health outcomes as a result of 
adverse childhood experiences.

Research Interests: Risk and protective 
factors for child maltreatment and 
suicidality, Familystrengthening 
community-based program (Family 
Resource Center), Independent 
living programs for foster youth and 
emancipated youth

Read More

Jessica Lapham

Read More

https://socialwork.uw.edu/moo-hyun-kim
https://socialwork.uw.edu/jessica-l-lapham


Em Loerzel

Jessica Ramirez

I am interested in how Communities of Color 
heal from trauma inflicted by systems of 
oppression like racism and white supremacy 
that directly and indirectly impact their 
overall well-being.

Research Interests: Youth of Color, 
families and community well-being, 
culturally relevant and culturally sustaining 
healing practices and spaces, mental 
health intervention development and 
implementation in and out of educational 
settings, anti-racist social work education, 
abolitionist practices in social workRead More

By focusing on raising Indigenous voices 
and perspectives in research, education, 
and practice, I strive to work with Native 
American communities to focus on 
addressing violence and promote thriving 
and healing.

Research Interests: Missing and murdered 
Indigenous women (MMIW), domestic 
and sexual violence in Native American 
communities, Ojibwe horses and their 
relationship to Ojibwe people, and 
decolonizing research methods.

Read More

https://socialwork.uw.edu/jessica-iramirez
https://socialwork.uw.edu/em-loerzel


Araceli Orozco-Hershey

Ashley Rousson
Addressing family violence requires joining 
with families to identify non-punitive, 
strengths-based solutions and critically 
engaging with programs and policymakers 
to make those solutions a reality.

Research Interests: Family violence, 
intimate partner violence, child 
maltreatment, parenting, father 
engagement, social determinants of health, 
health equity, intergenerational patterns, 
cross-systems analysis, institutional policy 
analysis, longitudinal quantitative methods, 
mixed methods, advanced statistical 
analyses

By investigating the resilience and health traditions 
of the BIPOC communities, I hope to
increase awareness of their rich wellness
practices. However, it is also critical to continue
bringing attention to the history of violations of
their human rights.

Research Interests: Wellness, Intergenerational
Transmission of Strengths, Historical Trauma,
Mexican, Historical Research, Indigenous
Knowledge, Cultural Health Advantages, Health
Disparities

Read More

Read More

https://socialwork.uw.edu/ash-
ley-rousson

https://socialwork.uw.edu/araceli-orozco-hershey
https://socialwork.uw.edu/ashley-rousson


For more information on our program, visit
https://socialwork.uw.edu/programs/phd/program-description

https://socialwork.uw.edu/programs/phd/program-description

