
	LEARNING CONTRACT FOR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH – SOC WF 490*

	
	

	Student Name:      
Faculty Name:      
Quarter/Year:      
	Student Email:      
Faculty Email:      

	

	Number of Credit Hours Proposed for this Course:      Cr Hours (Maximum of 3 credits/quarter)
(Please note that each credit hour should reflect at least 30 hours of work.)  This course is graded CR/NC.

	1) Your goals/planned outcomes for this independent research:

     
2) Reason for requesting independent research study as opposed to enrolling in a regularly scheduled course:   

     


	

	3) Describe how this independent research will contribute to the achievement of the core competency of "engaging in research-informed practice and practice-informed research"

     


	4) What will comprise faculty supervision of student’s work (e.g., how often will student and faculty member meet throughout the quarter): 
     


	5) Please specify the books/articles the student will read; written work or other product to be developed by student; and any other learning activities that will be part of this independent research (e.g., data analysis, workshop attendance, field work, etc.).  
     
6)  How will this course be evaluated?  

     
7) Will all the work be completed by the end of the quarter?  Circle one:  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

If no, how will this be handled?

     

	

	

	Please attach answers on a separate page, if necessary.

	We have read the guidelines listed on the reverse and agree to the learning contract as outlined above.

____________________________      __________        ____________________________         __________

Student Signature                               Date                    Faculty Signature                                  Date


	Return this form to Ratnesh Biren Nagda, BASW Program Director, School of Social Work.

Ratnesh Biren Nagda Signature:      ____________________________________                      Date: ________
*Return form complete with Student, Instructor and Program Director signatures to:  Student Services, Rm 23, for entry code.   Form must be turned in no later than 3rd Day of the quarter to avoid incurring UW Registration Office late add fees.      

	FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

SLN #:                                        Entry code:                                  Issued by:


SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAM GUIDELINES FOR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH – SOC WF 490   
For Students: Independent study work in the Social Welfare program is intended for undergraduate student projects only when there is no other way of accomplishing the desired work.  Students should have projects in mind when they approach faculty members to ask for mentorship.  

1)  Graduate and non-matriculating students from any department may not take this course under any circumstances. 
2) This course is offered Credit/No Credit.  
3) You may take a maximum of 10 credits of SOC WF 490 over the course of your study here, and you may take up to three credits in a single quarter. 4) It is your responsibility to maintain a copy of the learning contract.  You may need it in the future for licensure or further schooling.  The SSW does not maintain a copy of this contract indefinitely. 

For Faculty: Faculty members are under no obligation to take on independent study projects with students, and indeed should not do so unless they feel they can be enthusiastic and available for the project.  Below are guidelines to help you assess the student’s independent study proposal.  
     Students are expected to spend approximately three hours of work/study each week for each credit earned.  For example, since a five-credit independent study course counts for five credits of upper-division Social Welfare course credit, it should be the same amount of work and scope as a regular five-credit lecture course or seminar.  
     Using this rule, a three-credit independent study, for example, could require an amount of reading equal to 5 hours per week which would still allow time for other learning activities given that the total work hours per week would be 9 or more.  Another way to say this is that, for every credit of 490, the student should do at least 30 hours of work.
  

Social Welfare Core Competencies

Please check all core competencies which will be addressed during your independent study.  For each check competency briefly describe the independent study activity that applies. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    1: Identify as a professional social worker and conduct oneself accordingly.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5: Advance human rights and social and economic justice.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
        9: Respond to contexts that shape practice.                                                           Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
       2: Apply social work ethical principles to guide professional practice.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
       6: Engage in research-informed practice and practice-informed research.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
     10: Engage, assess, intervene, and evaluate with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.    Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
       3: Apply critical thinking to inform and communicate professional judgments.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      7: Apply knowledge of human behavior and the social environment.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     
	If there are areas of your study which are outside of the core competencies, please list here:      

	·  FORMCHECKBOX 
  4: Engage diversity and difference in practice.

Which activity will fulfill this goal?

     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      8: Engage in policy practice to advance social and economic well-being and to deliver effective social work services.

Which activity will fulfill this goal? 
     

	


- over -


